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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, October 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 

video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

Absent:  

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.   Mayor Picinich asked everyone to please 

keep in their hearts and minds everyone who has been stricken by Covid.  

We see that no matter who you are, what you do, where you are from, or 

what your race or origin is, anyone can be stricken by this horrible disease 

and we wish a safe recovery for anyone who is suffering.  

 

 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 

October 5, 2020 

 

 

Public Hearing- Zoning Amendment 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there is a public hearing open for an 

amendment to the zoning code related to a builder bonus.  This deals with the 

development of the parking lots downtown and most should be aware by now that the 

Village, as part of the comprehensive plan, sent out a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a 

mixed-use transit oriented development on our North and South Moger parking lots.  In 

that RFP we included a builder bonus; we said it is really important that all the existing 

parking is replaced, that enough parking is added for both the additional retail and 

residential uses to be built, and that if you meet that requirement we are going to give 

you a bonus for the building on the North lot of an additional ten (10) feet of building 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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height.  This is because we wanted something that we valued and was important to us 

and then we provided an incentive for providing that for the Village.  There were some 

additional bonuses that we wanted to add and those before us are replacement of the 

parking, interior civic space for the Village, and also affordable units that have been 

added to the plan.  There are 15 units that will provided at 90% of Westchester County 

Area Median Income (AMI) which would be lower than market value.  In exchange the 

developer bonus would be the additional building height of ten (10) feet which was part 

of the original bonus, a reduced setback of thirty (30) feet for any garage providing 

parking spaces for public use, that up to 2,500 square feet of interior community space 

be counted as civic space, and that the maximum building coverage be increased from 

80% to 90% and the maximum development coverage be increased from 90% to 100%.  

Those percentages are actually the limits in the underlying zoning that currently exist in 

that zoning district, CB-1, so it is not the zoning that is part of the revised form based 

code; it is the current zoning that existed prior and exists now.   That is what is before 

us currently.  She also wanted to mention that a big piece of this is to ensure that any 

mixed-use development is aligned with our vision for downtown.  We were very specific 

in the RFP and we made sure that what we saw is something that we wanted built.   

 

Ralph Vigliotti began by thanking the Board for providing the opportunity for him 

to speak and he knows the Board has worked almost two (2) years on the 

comprehensive plan including the North and South Moger projects.  A couple questions 

that came up for him were the civic space which is referred to in his mind as the cultural 

arts space that is proposed for the North Building.  He doesn’t believe that is the 

appropriate spot for our civic space; the civic space would provide for art exhibits, music 

events, film festivals, cultural events, and other programming.  If we are going to 

revitalize downtown and increase foot traffic and make the downtown vibrant that space 

should be in the South Moger building accessible through the promenade by Starbucks, 

work your way into the park between Shopper’s Park and Kirby Plaza and use the 

walkways to the library and on to East Main Street.  The North Moger property, he 

doesn’t think for the civic space, would be used the way the South building would be 

used.  People would have to park in the garage to walk to the civic space if they choose 

to walk to South Moger with their families; it’s quite a heavy walk if you have carriages 

and children to cross Main Street to get onto South Moger.  He really thinks at this 

junction, before you sign on the dotted line with anything that it needs to be moved 

where we can really revitalize the Village, and bring shoppers and retail to the 

downtown.  He will leave the Board members with this; he doesn’t think it’s a deal 

breaker.  He thinks in any deal both parties need to feel like they could’ve gotten more; 

it’s a much better deal for the Village, it meets our ultimate goal of getting people in the 

Village.  He is sure that folks that go to the different art exhibits that we had downtown 

would take full advantage.  He doesn’t think that will happen if people have to park in 

the North Lot.  He hopes that some people on the Board feel the way he does.  Two (2) 

other items; he believes that the parking structure should be owned and managed by 

the Village.  He thinks that we have given up too much property to the builder and we 

need control of the parking lot for future improvements.  One day the MTA (Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority) may say Village of Mount Kisco we are now ready to do 

something to assist you, they may not do that with a private developer.  He thinks that if 

the County or the State gets involved with monies they may do that with the Village not 

a private developer.  The other question is what is to become of the property north of 

the parking structure; they would own it and we would have almost no control of it.  He 

thinks at the end of the day it’s something that needs to be looked at; ownership versus 

99 year lease.  He ended by saying that the five (5) stories on the North Moger lot would 

totally destroy the viewscape that you see from Kirby Plaza onto Kisco Mountain and 

Captain Merritt’s Hill.  That will be lost forever.  You need to put in your mind that the 

telephone building is five (5) stories; take that building and move it over, put two (2) or 

three (3) of those in place and you will lose what makes Mount Kisco very unique and 

very different and it is our green space and viewscapes that gives it that sense of 
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ruralness versus that sense of urbaness.  He thinks we are giving up too much and not 

getting enough from what he is reading.  The biggest piece is the parking structure.  

Let’s try to preserve our viewscapes.  It is what makes this town so unique.  If we start 

to give those away we will never get those back.  They will add stories, but you cannot 

take a story off.  Please.  The Comprehensive plan, which he attended workshops for, 

was all about the walkability of the downtown; it was about green spaces; continuing the 

promenade through what is now Kirby Plaza which is no longer happening.  He thinks 

that the building and the architecture is unique.  Let’s make sure that the builder doesn’t 

change his mind in the middle of the project and say to the town that they can’t afford 

that type of architecture and change it to something meaningless.  We have to be 

careful.  He knows it’s been a long haul, but wants them to slow it down and dig deep 

into this.   He also hopes that the Board uses their voice to move the civic space from 

the North lot to the South lot.   

 

John Rhodes began by saying that he is the Chairman of the Conservation 

Advisory Council (CAC) as well as a resident of the Village.  He wanted to thank the 

Board for all the work they have put into this project.  He wanted to remind the Board of 

the comments brought to them on behalf of the CAC where they were concerned that 

the letter of intent with Gotham may not entirely address some of the key concerns and 

needs expressed by our residents and small business owners during our meetings and 

public hearings.  These concerns included construction noise and dust, traffic, 

congestion, walkability, pedestrian safety, and financing as well as green space and 

related issues.  The CAC comments concluded that they request that it is more important 

than ever that the final development plan work well for all people and businesses in the 

community and for those reasons they request that the Village organize a series of 

public meetings to inform the public and seek feedback on the letter of intent and plan.  

Now with the zoning it is even more important.  Now, for my personal opinion, the letter 

of intent and plan was already very complex and very dense.  He doesn’t think, at least 

in talking to people around town, that a lot of people know that this is happening and 

the ones that do know don’t really understand some of the intricacies of it.  Similarly to 

what was done with the comprehensive plan when there was a series of meetings to 

really explain each section for the residents and the shopkeepers because everyone 

should really understand what we are planning to do, what we are giving up, and what 

we are getting and so on before we move forward.  Now as a resident of downtown 

Mount Kisco he was surprised and disappointed to read the new proposed zoning law 

which provides additional concessions to Gotham and move the project, from what he 

considers, further away from what we hoped and expected Kirby Commons to be.  It 

includes more development coverage, less open space, and less public parking than we 

have now.  After reading the zoning amendment carefully and referencing it back to the 

letter of intent to the plan there are a few serious questions and concerns.  First, he is 

concerned that these concessions are being written into zoning law even before the 

negotiations are completed and before the public has really had a chance to question or 

comment on the draft plan and agreement.  At best this is giving up negotiating leverage 

and he thinks that is a mistake and at best it verges on being contract zoning which is 

something that is considered to be unethical and in some cases in New York has been 

declared to be illegal.  So we should look at that very carefully.  After we have the plan 

and agreement which refers to very specific things it looks to him impartially like it was 

really contract zoning.   That was his first point.  The letter of intent and plan and zoning 

is also missing a number of conditions that are important to residents who walk around 

downtown.  He walks around downtown every day and shops local and he thinks that 

this doesn’t include things that are important to people like him and shopkeepers.  You 

only have to look at the recent problems that they had in Chappaqua and White Plains to 

see the lack of a clear construction management plan could have a severe impact 

downtown.  This project from how he understands it can take two maybe three years to 

complete and what we could have during that construction period, unless we have really 

strong controls in place, could be a real disaster.  We would have dust and noise, a lot of 

traffic problems, there could be a lot more that can be related to that.  Even a small 

project like the Green Street Firehouse has produced some problems with the 
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construction noise.  The people at Saint Francis have had their worship interrupted.  He 

knows that when they were doing their digging it was impossible to do anything until 

they stopped three or four hours later.  And that is just a small percentage of the kind of 

noise that we would have when this project starts to be built.  Also just the issues of 

dust, traffic, and even more that it would affect him and some of the downtown 

residents, it could have a really major impact on the businesses on South Moger and 

Main Street.  He knows that this was brought up at the public hearings for the RFP and 

Comprehensive Plan and the comments were that we can discuss that later or that would 

be discussed with the bidders prior to selecting a vendor.  Here we are a year later and 

neither in the plan or agreement or zoning is there anything to really set up a robust 

construction management plan.  He knows having worked on projects like this that a 

difference in cost between a robust management plan that really suppresses noise and 

takes into consideration the traffic problems and one that just puts a green fence with a 

piece of plastic; with a project of this size that could be hundreds of thousands of dollars 

in cost and obviously it is something that needs to be negotiated and should be 

negotiated while we have the leverage.  If we are giving up these concessions in a 

zoning change before the negotiation is completed, what kind of leverage are we going 

to have to negotiate a really strong construction management plan?  Someone else 

commented that the Planning Board can take care of that; first of all it is very difficult for 

the Planning Board to do anything after the Town has an agreement and in this 

particular agreement there is more of a problem because there is a clause that says that 

if there are any additional remediation things that are needed after the contract has 

been signed that could void the contract.  So basically the developer here, after the 

agreement has been signed, would be in a position to say to the Planning Board if you 

put any additional demands on us in terms of noise control this could void the 

agreement with the Town that gives them all the leverage.  He thinks that this really has 

to be addressed before we start making a lot of concessions.  There are many other 

questions that are raised by the letter of intent and zoning proposal including the 

parking, finances, and even why this proposal was chosen over others that may have 

provided more amenities and a project that was more scaled to what the people may 

have considered appropriate for Mount Kisco, but he doesn’t want to talk about those 

right now and wanted to address two other issues.  This project already as described in 

the letter of intent and plan is on a greater scale than what was recommended in the 

RFP, that was recommended by the town’s people, and the consultants during the public 

meetings and hearing we had and even some of the Board members during the 

discussions we had on zoning and RFPs.  It pushes the height and development coverage 

to the absolute maximum allowed in the new zoning and eliminates the beautiful 

promenade from Village Hall to the train station.  That promenade was a key 

architectural and urban planning factor that was recommended by our consultants that 

was very enthusiascally supported during these public hearings.  Now that’s gone, the 

promenade ends with South Moger at the entry way and façade of this new building.   

There is nothing that goes through it, no view scape, no walking, no public access 

through that; this was something that everyone was in favor of and now it is gone.  The 

other scale things too, the height and so on.  What was recommended by the consultant 

and the RFP was a couple of buildings which would allow more public space which would 

allow more public access and a better view scape and so on.  You may have a very good 

reason for agreeing on this plan, but now with the zoning amendment, they are asking 

for even more coverage and greater scale.  The new amendment not only eliminates the 

promenade but it increases the development coverage to an unbelievable 100%.  He has 

never seen that before in any development.  What that means basically is that if the 

developer wants to they don’t have to include a single patch of grass, or tree or walking 

space; it means 100% built coverage.  This was something that he found very difficult to 

understand and why it was necessary.  And of course it allows the additional story, ten 

(10) feet of height in the North lot.  Another thing that it does, and he is not sure if 

everyone read it, it reduces the setbacks between the parking garages and the adjacent 

residential areas.  These parking garages are going to be even closer to the residences 

on Britton Lane and possibly other areas.  He doesn’t understand why when there is 

already a project that pushes the limits of what people are willing to accept in terms of 
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scale that we have to make concessions, especially at this early stage.  It doesn’t make 

sense to him.  Finally, because of all these things, he thinks that as people read more 

about it there will be more that comes up.  He thinks it would be nice if the Village Board 

would keep this hearing open until a lot of the people who don’t know that this is going 

on have a chance to find out about it, read the documents and ideally have public 

meetings where the Village staff can explain what the meaning of these things are; 

maybe they are not as ominous and he thinks they are and he would be happy if they 

weren’t.  He thinks it is really important to give everyone a chance to participate in this 

critical phase of the decision making process where you are giving away concessions and 

putting things into the town zoning code because all these decisions will have a major 

impact not just on what happens next year, but for generations to come in the 

downtown area.  He thanked them for their time.   

   

Patricia Lee began by thanking the Board for having this meeting and the 

opportunity to speak to the Board and express their opinions.  As you know from a few 

years ago, she has very strong opinions on this whole development prospect, but she is 

extremely concerned with moving this forward with the rezoning without having finalized 

what is going to go in there.  What she is hearing from John is that this has blossomed 

from what we originally anticipated to a much larger development and quite frankly she 

is concerned that it’s really going to change the tone of Mount Kisco and that is her 

number one concern.  Her other concern is that so many older citizens do not utilize 

Zoom or Facebook and that a lot of people have been left out of the entire process.  So 

now we have taller buildings, losing a lot of the parking that people rely upon, and in her 

opinion we are going to increase traffic.  It is bad enough on 117 now, it is going to be 

horrendous.  

 

Mayor Picinich thanked Ms. Lee for her comment and wanted to make note with 

reference to people being able to participate.  We also have a phone number that folks 

can call into and they can also come to Village Hall to make public comment.  We are 

trying to find the ways that we can to encourage people to participate; we also 

broadcast this live on television and welcome written comment.  So all of that is 100% 

welcomed.  

 

Robin Buco began by apologizing in advance if her kids come in and interrupt.  

She was in person at many of the comprehensive plan meetings where she first said that 

this town needed a children’s store. She has concerns about it; many are due to the new 

world we are living in since the pandemic.  There are so many vacant buildings and 

storefronts due to COVID.  She hasn’t taken a close enough look to see what type of 

retail will be filled in those spaces; it is probably not known yet, but given the fact that 

now we have a vacant movie theater, restaurants, and other shops.  She hopes it 

doesn’t last and realizes construction will take many years, but thinks that the Town 

should be taking advantage of the usable space that is now there like the movie theater 

before constructing new space like for an arts center.  She is also concerned with green 

space.  She loves how beautiful Mount Kisco is with the stream behind Shopper’s Park 

and the library and all that.  Like what was discussed at many of the comprehensive plan 

meetings; there was talk about making a small playground by the stream.  She thinks 

that would certainly let people linger longer with children to do their shopping, go to the 

library, have a picnic lunch at the playground.  It would be such a nice community 

feeling; if you visit other small towns and they have that and it automatically creates a 

welcoming atmosphere.  That is something that she would really like to see happen.  

Parking is a concern as a business owner on South Moger.  She is lucky enough that she 

has a rear entrance from Shopper’s Park as well as from South Moger which some of the 

other stores do not have.  Parking is a concern because she heard that Shopper’s Park 

will still be available to people shopping in the existing stores, but the new shops and 

new buildings will be allowed to park there if you are in those stores.  How will that be 

enforced; you start on one side of South Moger and cross to shop in the existing stores.  

Besides that if Shopper’s Park is full where does someone park to shop on that side of 

Moger, her store, Whim, Walgreens whatever it may be.  There is so much going on, 
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construction is a big concern on how that will affect most people, 90% of people going 

into her store come through South Moger not many come from Shopper’s Park so she 

doesn’t want to go out of business.  Hopefully, that will be addressed along with the 

noise and traffic control so that people don’t begin to say that they aren’t going into 

Mount Kisco because it’s a nightmare there and avoid it because that is what she feels 

happened in Chappaqua.  People were pleading to support local business and that is 

already a plea in a town; construction or not.  She also knows that the Village bagged 

meters for curbside pickup, but she thinks that it’s a lot to ask of the new tenants who 

are going to occupy the new building.  She doesn’t think that is the answer to 

revitalizing the downtown area.  There’s a lot of people who already live within walking 

distance of downtown so we can’t put all that burden on them and also about those new 

construction for living during COVID, who is going to want those spaces now when 

people aren’t commuting into the city due to the pandemic the way we used to and 

people are leaving the city to look for houses with green space instead of moving from 

an apartment in the city to an apartment in the suburbs.  Its lifestyle changes that have 

happened because of all of this long before this plan was being discussed so no one 

could have anticipated what we are living in now, but it is the reality.   She has also 

heard due to tax breaks and such that the owners of those buildings will still be 

profitable whether they are filled or not which is a little concerning.  Otherwise, why 

bother try to fill those apartments.  Those are her thoughts and concerns.  As someone 

who has a business in Mount Kisco and lives walking distance from downtown, redoing 

the streetscape would be wonderful and encouraging businesses to do something with 

their storefront windows would make such a difference in making a happening 

atmosphere.  She went to Rhinebeck a few times and you can’t find a parking spot on a 

Sunday there.  It is so busy and thriving with people eating at their restaurants and 

shopping at their farmer’s market and enjoying all the things that small town has to offer 

and they just seem to be thriving.  Maybe just getting things like that going on here; she 

knows Peter (Grunthal) will be on board with that.   

 

Markus Beurgler began by saying that what has been agreed to already regarding 

zoning; no further changes should be given.  For instance, additional floors or specifically 

reducing the side occupancy and at least keeping coverage at 90% and all the other 

items on which you have agreed.  Likewise in the zoning phase during the project phase 

they should receive no further requests from the zoning.  Some concerns are phased 

implementation, some flexible use from the developer, and a practical issue that the 

development before us should be wheelchair accessible.  For the 10% open space, that 

should be closer to the train station so that the experience of going to the train station 

or arriving in Mount Kisco is the best possible.   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that she took some notes and wanted to clarify a 

few things.  There is not less parking; there were some comments that there would be 

less parking, there is going to be more parking.  So it’s the equal parking for what 

currently exists now and additional parking for retail and residential.  We are all in 100% 

agreement that there needs to be a very robust construction management plan.  She 

wanted to point out the difference in what is proposed for construction here and what 

happened in Chappaqua.  In Chappaqua, they did a full storm water replacement which 

means they ripped every sidewalk and every road which made it impossible or very 

challenging to get into different stores at different points during their process.  We don’t 

anticipate that is what’s going to be done here because that’s not what this project is.  

That’s not to say that construction won’t be a challenge, that’s not to say that we won’t 

need a robust construction management plan, we are all in agreement that we do, but 

this project is on one side of the street and is not at the same scope as the project in 

Chappaqua.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to point out that during the comprehensive 

planning process we identified upwards of 350 units potentially for downtown and 

proposals that we had looked at had that much and more.  What we are looking at right 

now is a reduction of what had been identified in the comprehensive plan, we are talking 

about 217 units.  This is not larger than what was previously proposed, this is from a 

number of units and density standpoint, less than what we had talked about.  She went 
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on to say that regarding walkability and moving around; the hope is to put a new focus 

on Kirby Plaza and to really make that a central point and location and that is part of the 

place making that would happen with this project.  The bonus for the additional ten (10) 

feet of height in the North Moger Lot is something that had already been decided, it is 

already in the zoning code.  She also wanted to point out that the Verizon building (on 

Main Street) is eighty (80) feet high, higher than what is being proposed here; they are 

proposing a height of fifty (50) feet at the tallest point.  This will be shorter than the 

Verizon building both in stories and height. 

 

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that as a member of the Arts Council 

nothing would make her feel better than to have the civic space added to the South 

Moger lot rather than the North Moger lot.  At the time that we were developing this, she 

was so happy that we got some space for the Arts Council that she didn’t question the 

location.  There is no question that the South Lot would be a better location just for the 

commerce and visibility in Mount Kisco.  If we want to bring people downtown, South 

Moger would be so much more visible, so much more convenient for concerts, art 

galleries, and any kind of classes.  If there is any way of achieving that she thinks that is 

a wonderful idea and supports negotiating that space.   

 

Trustee Grunthal agreed with Deputy Mayor Farber and Ralph Vigliotti.  The 

current civic space that is offered is stuck in the back of a building on the North Moger 

lot and if it’s going to be civic space, civic space by definition should be visible and 

attractive and appealing and in the middle of where people are.  He wonders if we could 

speak with the developers and if they could exchange one or two residences with the 

civic spaces.  Keep basically the same economics, the same number of residences, 

parking spaces, but let’s have the civic space where it is much more meaningful.   

 

Mr. Brancati wanted to point out that the community space in the North Moger lot 

building is close to Main Street right up front.  It is one of the first things you see as you 

come into the lot from Main Street on the left.  They do have it right up front.   

 

Deputy Mayor Farber said that the South Moger Lot would just be a better position 

for the Arts Council to be in and for getting people to come downtown and enjoy 

shopping and dinner.  It would be much more visible from the South Moger lot.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated that it is certainly a conversation that they can have, but she 

doesn’t believe we as the Village can tell them how to readjust their building with 

reference to shifting spaces, but it is also a matter of them being able to carefully curate 

the retail space.  She has no idea if they have started to negotiate that retail space.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked where the parking for the civic space would be.  Mayor 

Picinich responded anywhere there is metered parking.   There is metered parking in 

North, South, Kirby Plaza and Main Street.  Trustee Schleimer stated the proposal talks 

about lessening the metered parking in Kirby Plaza.  If it is in the North Moger lot is the 

public parking on the ground floor, is it in the back on the Barker Street side of the 

building, is it in the parking garage.  Mr. Brancati replied that there is no change to the 

existing metered on street parking in Kirby Plaza; the parking in the North Moger lot 

would either be in the structure or surface parking to the north.  He continued on to say 

that the parking garage is not going to be just residential; the parking structure will 

have a mix of residential parking, and public metered and permitted spaces.   

 

Trustee Schleimer read a portion of the proposal that stated it is to be located in 

the North Moger lot; total of 522 spaces inclusive of replacement of the existing 336 

permit spaces, the balance of the spaces will be dedicated to the new residences in 

addition to the retailer of the proposed development.  That does not provide for our 

existing businesses just the new retailers and the residences.   Mr. Brancati replied that 

has since changed and is more clearly described in the updated proposal.   
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Mayor Picinich asked to move the parking conversation to another point in time 

because all members of the Board have been given charts that outline the parking and 

how many spaces in which lots that shows which are dedicated, which are not, and we 

have gone over that in the contract.  That is what we will have to refer to for this 

information.   

 

Trustee Schleimer asked Mr. Singleton if this is determined to be spot zoning.  She 

appreciates the fact that Mayor Picinich had indicated that it was the RFP, but is this 

some form of spot zoning simply because we are dealing with one or two parcels 

directly.   

 

Mr. Singleton replied that he does not know if this is the appropriate forum to 

have this discussion.  This is something that has been substantially reviewed by the 

Board to incorporate in the master plan review and he does not think this is the 

appropriate time.  If there is a specific question as to whether or not you think there is 

something inappropriate with regards to the zoning he would be happy to address it, but 

he is not going to speak generally on the status of the zoning.  He believes with the 

public hearing and understands people having concerns as to the project, the fact of the 

matter is it is a limited zoning amendment being proposed tonight.   

 

Mayor Picinich stated again this is a builder’s bonus that dealt with ten (10) feet of 

height that was already existing so that is not new.  It is the additional pieces that we 

want to recognize that is the civic space and the fifteen (15) affordable units.  We have 

gotten some public comment back and we have a choice to leave this hearing open, 

leave it open for written comment, how would we like to proceed.  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber suggested that they leave the hearing open for a bit longer.  

She thinks that there are many people who are not aware and we need to give them the 

opportunity to speak.  All the Trustees agreed.   

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Woodland Thank you 

 
 

b. Williamstown Halloween request 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to approve the request by the Williamstown Neighborhood to close down East 

Way for a Halloween Block Party; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

authorize the Village Manager and Building Inspector to approve these types of requests; 

all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

c. Mount Kisco Recreation/Chamber Halloween activities  

 Mr. Famulare began by saying that the Village Recreation Department and the 

Chamber of Commerce have been working throughout the last week to identify some 

type of Halloween offering that we can open to the public.  As you may know, in the past 

there has been the Halloween parade and haunted house neither of which we feel 

comfortable doing this year.  We came up with a plan to do pumpkin decorating for 

families, we are going to close South Moger off from about Starbucks through the Citi-

bank area where we will have socially distant tables set up with the pumpkins to be 

decorated along with bags of candy which have been underwritten by members of the 

Chamber of Commerce.  The hope is to be able to have twenty (20) to thirty (30) 

families come, have fun, dress up and enjoy some Halloween in a safe fun way.  We will 

follow all COVID protocols and have sanitizing stations.  The cost would be $5 per family.  

Families can register on the website or through Facebook.   

 

 

d. Board of Ethics resignation 

  The Board of Trustees accepted the resignation of Edward Reilly from the Board 

of Ethics.  They thanked him for his service to the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.  

 

e. Life Chain request 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

approve the request to hold this life chain event on Sunday, October 11th from 2:00 p.m. 

to 3:30 p.m. along the sidewalks of Main Street from the corner of the hospital to the 

Library; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 Mayor Picinich made a note that although it is not on the agenda, the Board 

received a petition with more than two hundred (200) residents and other signatures 

from others that do not reside in Mount Kisco, in favor of keeping the Christopher 

Columbus statue as it is. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

a. Economic Development Council 

Keith Ferguson presented the following: 
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4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Sustainable Westchester update- Carmen Santos 

Carmen Santos from Sustainable Westchester presented the following: 
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b. Columbus Day 

 Mr. Brancati mentioned that all Village offices will be closed on Monday, 

October 12, 2020 in observance of Columbus Day.  

 

c. Census Update  

 Mr. Brancati wanted to remind all residents that the Census is still happening 

now.  Self-response has been extended until October 31st so we have some more time to 

get the Village to 100%.   We are currently at 71.1% which is a little better than where 

we were 10 years ago, but we still have some work to do.  The Census is important for 

future funding here in the Village and proper representation.  If you have not responded, 

please respond; it takes two minutes. You can respond online at 

www.my2020census.gov or by phone at (844) 330-2020.   

 

d. Moody’s Report 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that the Village received some good news.  

Moody’s has changed our rating from AA2 to AA1 citing “the Village’s continued 

improvement in cash and reserve levels driven by strong fiscal management” in their 

http://www.my2020census.gov/
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ratings action for the Village released on September 16, 2020.  Mr. Wheeling also 

wanted to take this opportunity to share bid results for debt issuance by the Village.  

First, there was a bond anticipation note that included a premium of $67,402, combined 

with the interest rate, which results in a net interest cost of 0.31% or $12,598 of 

financing cost to the Village for one year of interest on $4,000,000 which is quite a bit of 

savings.  The second was a serial bond that went long term for a period of fifteen (15) 

years and covered many projects around the Village, the premium of $373,361 covers 

92.6% of the interest costs for the next fifteen (15) years.  Mr. Wheeling went on to say 

that we are also doing better in terms of payment of school taxes than last year.  Mr. 

Wheeling also wanted to thank Deputy Treasurer Alexandra Graniero for all of her work 

with the new online Xpress pay system on the Village website.  The Village collected 

$868,000 in taxes through this new online payment option.   

  

 Mayor Picinich wanted to applaud the work that staff has put into making the 

online system work.  At this point you can pay all your taxes online and most other 

Village services via our website.   

 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Arts Council spent 

this past Sunday morning doing some planting and some cleaning up at the adopted 

garden space next to Ben & Jerry’s.  Thank you Lisa Abzun and Beth Vetare Civitello for 

all your work for our community.  Please note that the 3rd Annual Photography exhibition 

is now on display at our Library.  There will be an award ceremony on October 15th and 

the slideshow will available to view through October 30th.  Special thanks to John 

Rhodes, the Conservation Advisory Council, the Arts Council, the Historical Society and 

the Tree Preservation Board.   She continued on to say that the Historical Society 

continues to sponsor nature walking tours for both seniors and residents of all ages.  The 

Historical Society has finished their move into their new space at 40 Green Street and 

are eager to host a public open house after COVID passes.   Deputy Mayor Farber also 

mentioned that on Sunday, October 11th the Italian American Club will be sponsoring 

their annual tribute to Christopher Columbus for Columbus Day.  She asked everyone to 

be safe, be vigilant, but enjoy the changing of the season and all the colors it brings.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that October 5th is Teacher’s Day; which aims 

to bring awareness to the importance of the role played by teachers all over the world.  

The responsibility for educating future generations is not a light one so show support to 

these dedicated and important people.  She also wanted to acknowledge the role played 

by parents this year who have filled in and supported their children in this time of 

online/remote learning while trying to earn a living.  Trustee Schleimer wanted to follow 

up on the Election polling places for those who voted at the Ambulance Corps on 

Lexington Avenue and that it has been divided into two different districts.  Those people 

should contact the Board of Elections to confirm their polling location as they may be 

either voting at Neighbor’s Link or Leonard Park.   Trustee Schleimer also wanted to 

point out that the open enrollment period for Medicare begins October 15th through 

December 7th.  There is a phone number to call and people should speak to someone to 

help recommend a supplemental plan or prescription plan that might work better for 

you.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that as a Board they will have a lot of big 

decisions to make in the coming weeks so as residents please let us know how you feel 

about things.  If you are out with your family and friends and the topic of Kirby 

Commons comes up have them share their opinions as well.   It is the primary way that 

we can function.  If you want the Board to know your opinion then it is important for you 

to be involved and come to public comment.  That is the only way the Board can make 

informed decisions.  
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Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the only report he had was reported on by 

Keith Ferguson.  Nothing else from him. 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that in terms of COVID, there are currently two (2) 

active cases in the Village.  Across Westchester County we continue to be at 1% 

positivity rate, largely due to the tremendous amount of testing being done.  There are 

other areas of the State that have a very high infection rate and so the Governor is 

working with those areas to start additional shutdowns; particularly in schools and 

eliminating large events and gatherings that seem to be a large source of spread in 

those areas.   Here in the Village we need to maintain our vigilance as we have.  If you 

go into a business or into an environment that you feel is not safe, please contact our 

Building Inspector as we are following up on all complaints.  She continued on to say 

that Feeding Westchester is teaming up with the Boys & Girls Club and Neighbors Link to 

provide food distributions twice a month.  The next distribution will be on October 22nd.  

We have scheduled two more dates for our Making Government Accessible sessions here 

at Village Hall on October 21st or November 18th from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Mayor 

Picinich also pointed out that the Village does a lot of communicating over Facebook and 

we have been able to insert our Facebook feed directly onto our webpage for all to see.  

She also wanted to point out that though we are in the middle of a pandemic we have a 

large number of business that continue to operate and they continue to need our 

support.  Business owners have been resourceful and creative in delivering services so 

please make sure you shop and dine locally.  She also mentioned some new stores that 

have opened in town; Your CBD Store and F45 Fitness.  There are also plans in the near 

future for Captain Lawrence to open a distillery and tasting room as well as a new retail 

concept that will be coming to Lexington Avenue.   Mayor Picinich concluded by saying 

that Mount Kisco, due to some really great work for a number of years, has been 

certified as a Bronze level Climate Smart Community by the State of New York.  We 

were one of thirteen (13) communities that was recently certified and this is all due to 

the work of the Climate Smart Communities Task Force.   She highlighted the work of 

Trustee Grunthal for his continued work on this effort as well as David Matsil who was 

very active on this issue as the first Chair of the Climate Smart Communities Task Force 

and his years of service on the Energy Advisory Panel.   

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business:  

 

a. Schedule interview- Board of Ethics 

 The Board requested an interview with Stacey Witz for the Board of Ethics to be 

scheduled for the next meeting scheduled for Monday, October 19, 2020. 

 

b. Resolution- Temporary Tent Permit & Outdoor Dining/Sales 

 There was a large discussion on alternative areas where outdoor dining could 

be used.  References to Rye and Beacon were made in allowing food retailers to add 

tables to parking spaces in front of their restaurants.  Most of the restaurants in the 

Village are on a State road and it is not wide enough.    

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to approve the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 crisis has imposed a financial hardship on many Village 

businesses, and  

 

 WHEREAS, many municipalities in the Tri-State area, pursuant to State and County 

authorizations, are temporarily relaxing their zoning and land use standards to assist local 

businesses recover from the effects of the crisis, and  
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 WHEREAS, the Village wishes to provide similar relief to its businesses,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it: 

 

 RESOLVED, pursuant to Village Law §4-412(1), the Board of Trustees hereby 

delegates to Village Manager Edward Brancati so much of its powers, duties and functions as 

reasonably necessary to effectuate and administer a program for the issuance of temporary 

tent permits for existing restaurants, drinking establishments and retail businesses that have a 

current Certificate of Occupancy to conduct outdoor dining and retail sales, for use up to and 

including April 30, 2021 within their privately owned property, or on adjoining Village 

property, subject to the provision of appropriate insurance coverage and an executed hold 

harmless liability waiver protecting the Village, and it is further 

  

RESOLVED that all such temporary tent permits shall be subject to change with 

New York State Guidelines on business openings and closures and to related behavioral 

health guidelines for the wearing of masks, social distancing, and the like, as well as to 

applicable fire safety and emergency requirements, and all applicable State and County 

regulations, and it is further  

 

RESOLVED that application fees for such permits shall not exceed $0.00 and that 

any required security escrow deposit during the term of the permit shall not exceed $ 200.00.  

 

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board does hereby extend the 

program for the issuance of temporary outdoor permits for existing restaurants, drinking 

establishments and retail businesses that have a current Certificate of Occupancy to conduct 

outdoor dining and retail sales that was previously established by resolution on June 15, 

2020, and extended by resolution again on July 20, 2020, and which is set to expire on 

December 31, 2020, is hereby extended to April 30, 2021. 
 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to pay the bills as submitted on October 1, 2020 for the months of August 

and September 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 132,053.11 

Water Fund     $   67,131.03 

Sewer Fund     $   19,923.97 

Library Fund     $     1,768.98 

Capital Fund     $ 168,368.86 

Trust Fund      $    8,447.00 

    TOTAL   $ 397,692.95 

 

 All in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

 Mr. John Stockbridge began by saying that he is on the Board of the Marsh 

Sanctuary and wanted to make the Board aware of the standpoint of the sanctuary.  

After a long 3 hour meeting of the Planning Board to discuss the proposed solar farm.  

Most of the time was based on the comments on not having the solar farm there. There 

more than 100 members of the public that signed a petition against it.   He went on to 

say that even Frank Fish said the applicant needed to do some more work; out of that 

they thought the request for a positive declaration under SEQR for a full EIS would have 

come out of that.  There is quite a universal agreement that what needed to happen was 

a positive declaration for a full survey of what is going to happen there, but the Chair 

decided that he wasn’t going to go along with it.  He went on to say that the 

Comprehensive plan is terrific and focused on preservation of open space and there was 

a document about 20 years ago called vision which is also a part of that.  He thinks the 

Village has grown in the way it wanted to.  Where we are now at the Marsh Sanctuary is 

from Leonard Park is the largest forested land in the Village open to the public.  It would 

be helpful if the Village Board was able to emphasize using the comprehensive plan as a 

reason to go forward with a full positive declaration and have total thought of 

preservation.  He thinks another thought; the open space fund might be considered for 

use to acquire this property perhaps by matching contributions and other 

environmentally sound organizations to come up with a sum that would be reasonable 

for purchasing and having it part of the green belt or donated to the sanctuary.  It 

doesn’t have to be called Marsh Sanctuary but just have it be part of the green belt.  

These are his concerns and thinks it makes sense in following the comprehensive plan.  

He is not trying to have the Village Board preamp the Planning Board decision making 

but it is really a matter of focus and he thinks the Village and Planning Board need to 

recognize that as a reason to do a full analysis and also he is supported by a number of 

consultants that the Village looks to.  He is not trying to be critical he is just looking for 

the best interest of the Village in terms of green space and if there is any way that the 

Village thinks that can go with this focus of their comprehensive plan and give the 

Planning Board a little encouragement to go to a broader screen would be what he is 

looking for.  

 

 Mayor Picinich wanted to point out that it is not the Village Board’s role to tell 

the Planning Board what to do or how to do it.  That is not how the system functions or 

works.  Certainly everyone can express their ideas and opinions.  We did not at the last 

meeting have our Planner fully on board, we needed to make a transition because the 

Planner that we usually use needed to recuse himself and so Frank Fish and Simon from 

BFJ are coming and will provide their ideas and insights. This is an ongoing process and 

certain people want things to go at a certain pace and get their decisions made in the 

way they want; this is a process that the Planning Board is walking through very 

methodically and they are doing all their due diligence and it is not our job to tell them 

how to do that.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal thought it was worth saying that we also have a Natural 

Resources Inventory and it is part of the Village code that the NRI be included in the 
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Planning Board considerations.  He thought it was worthwhile remembering that and 

hopefully the Planning Board will remember that as well.  It also occurred to him that 

some years ago Marsh Sanctuary had, he thinks Jim Robrim Services an outstanding 

naturalist, do a report for the Marsh Sanctuary on the wealth of the natural resources in 

the Marsh Sanctuary which might be something to take into account as well.  He fully 

recognizes what the Mayor is saying, it is the job of the Planning Board, but he thinks 

that as Trustees we should be concerned with the way the Planning Board is doing their 

job; it is doing it on an even handed basis; is every member of the Board participating; 

are they giving this fully due process, he would be concerned if they weren’t.   

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that there were no more public comments and asked to 

schedule work sessions for October 14th, October 26th, November 9th and November 23rd.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to enter into executive session to discuss the lease of real property; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 10:09 pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


